Cedar Valley Innovation -owned by Mr. Bob Recker seeks to find a sustainable way to utilize increased sunlight of skipped rows to establish cover or companion crops.
•This system has been used previously as well in drought prone areas in Nebraska to maximize what little rainfall occurs.
• Wide acceptance and use by farmers is a concern. Increased management and changes to their current their current practices would be difficult for some operations. A. Research shows there may be row crop system benefits from leaving larger than normal row spacing, leading to the question, how does one most effectively use the skipped rows? B. Growers looking to implement these progressive cropping systems will want to utilize all field space. A proper use of this empty field space is necessary C. In skipped rows left unplanted, issues such as increased weed pressure, increased soil loss, and wasted sunlight energy are all present. D. Issues mentioned above may arise if a crop is not planted in the skipped rows. There is opportunity for economic benefit to planting cover and/or companion crop in these skipped rows. E. Growers that plant according to this skipped row cropping system should have a plan on how to utilize the skipped space.
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GOAL STATEMENT
The goal of this project was to analyze a cover/companion crop plan that will most effectively use the space that is unplanted when implementing CVI's skipped row cropping plan. Three main areas of consideration used in determining the ideal companion/cover crop will include; economics of the crop, soil health benefits, and compatibility with current crop protection programs.
Main Objective(s) and Specific Objectives
The main objective is to develop a cover crop or companion crop recommendation to use in open spaces left by skipped rows.
Specific objectives include:
o Considerations of various crops that would be good candidates to use as a cover or companion without affecting performance of existing crop. o Utilization of companion or cover crop that does not take away nutrients from existing crop; therefore, impacting yield and grower bottom line.
• Rationale
o With the proper cover/companion crop recommendation, the grower implementing the skipped row cropping system will be able to positively influence yield, build soil health, and reduce weed pressures. 
PROJECT PLAN/OUTLINE
A. Methods/Approach o Reference Material(s)
BROADER OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT
This project is focused mostly towards farmers and growers understanding what cover/companion crops planted into 60" rows can do for them economically. By using our group's economic analysis tool, the farmer/grower can estimate the potential economic returns when planting cover/companion crops within their 60" row trials.
PROJECT SCOPE
This plan involved developing a cover/companion crop analysis tool to assist in cover/companion crop selection so that every inch of field space can be utilized in a skipped row field layout. The purpose of this project is not to analyze the performance of the corn from past skipped row trials and determine if this is a viable practice for the future. This project's focus is on looking at potential crops that will provide a mutualistic relationship between the crop and existing corn, while being economically sensible.
